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Yet, however this may be, in his present contention for peace at any reason- 
able cost, he is voicing the dominant note of America. And should the Presi- 
dent at any time depart from his earlier stand of strict neutrality, he will have 
justly incurred the disfavor of the great majority of conscientious Americans. 
The desire for peace is universal among the masses of the common people, 
thoughtful and careful proceeding is everywhere being asked from those in 
whose power our future destiny lies, and a disregard of this — humanity's plea — 
invites inevitable disaster. 

Keith Canay. 
Gettysburg, Ohio. 

IN DEFENSE OF THE KAISER 

Sib, — May I be permitted to make a few remarks on the article about the 
Kaiser by Allan McLane Hamilton, M.D., LL.D., in your June number? 

He says onipage 875, "He it is who receives such promptings, suggestions, 
and orders from God that lead him to make ridiculous proclamations and to 
direct his army to violate all the rules of civilized warfare." 

I understood that when the "contract" regarding Belgium was broken, 
self-defense and necessity were given as the cause. I have not read anywhere 
that the Kaiser stated he was guided by "such promptings." And I have not 
seen any "ridiculous proclamations" purporting to be verified by the Kaiser. 

There are citizens of the United States who break contracts without the 
excuse of self-defense or necessity. 

In the paragraph following that, Dr. Hamilton says: "All of us who see 
much of mental disease recognize the tendency of certain dSsiguilibres to ally 
themselves with God," etc., etc. But the Catholic Church teaches that all 
authority comes from God. And the Catholic Church has existed through the 
rise and fall of empires, and in the realm of moral theology claims to have 
received her authority from God. Of course, if one does not believe in a per- 
sonal God, all references to any personal God or any expression of personal 
confidence in a personal God must seem ridiculous. As far as I have been 
able to learn, the speeches of the Kaiser merely express this personal confidence 
in a personal God — I have read nearly a volume of the Kaiser's speeches. 
Authority must have some moral backing. 

Dr. Hamilton further says, on page 877: "This religious exaltation is at- 
tended by exaggerated ideas of personal fitness, which is shown in other things." 
Does it not seem quite natural that a sovereign who is surrounded by those 
who are his subjects, and perhaps many who are given to flattery, and who 
are in the habit of deferring to his opinion, should develop exaggerated ideas 
regarding his personal fitness about "things"? I think that disposition is very 
evident among citizens of the United States who do not happen to be in a 
position so exalted, but who are, however, surrounded by those who are con- 
stantly deferring to their opinions. And even the individual with a very small 
authority would, I imagine, like to lock up his critics if it were in his power 
to do so. The degree of self-conceit is generally in proportion to the position 
of authority, of superior influence, or superior brute force. No one will deny 
that the German Emperor occupies a position which is particularly favorable 
to the enforcement of his personal opinion or influence. 

However, taken as a whole, I must confess that the Emperor's speeches 
published in English seem quite natural coming from a man in his position. 
I may not be a good judge, but is it not true that a specialist in any line has 
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a tendency to diagnose any case as a case in his own line? Is it not true that 
many surgeons perform surgical operations which are not necessary? 

I doubt if the methods of German warfare, examined in the light of history 
and the facts of warfare by the English, for instance, are at all extraordinary. 
As far as using poisonous gas is concerned, I understand the French introduced 
poisonous gas, but were merely not so successful in its use. It would seem that 
in this particular instance the Emperor was slightly justified in his self-conceit. 
And just the other evening I saw an advertisement in the American Machinist 
which told of the superior quality of the ammunition it advertised over that 
of other ammunition of the same kind, and, if I am not greatly mistaken, the 
superiority consisted merely in its greater effectiveness. Is not that con- 
sidered the most important thing in ammunition of all kinds? When men 
begin to make war, are they inclined to use the less effective methods of killing 
their enemies, especially if the same method was introduced, though less 
effectively, by their enemies? 

Just because you are different from me does not prove that you are insane, 
or vice versa, does it? 

J. Mandery. 

Rochester, N. Y. 

CONCERNING UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNPERFORMANCE 

Sir, — I have read with much interest the editorial in the May issue of The 
North American Review on "Unemployment and Unperformance." I 
append some comments which I cannot refrain from making; but all the same, 
I wish to thank you for the thought-arousing editorial. 

If philanthropists and publicists and sociologists will make these rational views 
of the case clear and will encourage the army of the unemployed to choose promptly 
and aright, and if they will also facilitate the agreeable and successful pursuit of 
the chosen courses, they will find the way opening for a solution of the problem. — 
North American Review for May. 

An adult suffering from unemployment is seldom in a position to "choose." 
It requires information and money to seek, find, and reach new fields of em- 
ployment. It is a well-recognized sociological law that choice of vocation in 
the first instance presupposes a comfortable margin of income and leisure. 
The enforced idleness of unemployment hardly complies with the conditions 
of leisure which allow the possessor to make a discriminating choice. Cer- 
tainly unemployment is seldom accompanied by a sufficient accumulation of 
savings to approximate an excess of income beyond daily needs. 

Adaptability, though conferred on individuals in different degrees, is 
developed by a broad and liberal education. The army of the unemployed is 
not recruited largely from the ranks of those who have received such an edu- 
cation. The path of industrial development has everywhere been strewn with 
the wrecks of men who could not adapt themselves to new conditions. One 
of the most difficult achievements in the world is to successfully transfer men 
in middle age from familiar conditions and tasks to new surroundings and 
changed routine. 

Philanthropists, publicists, and sociologists may talk, but only by well- 
organized bureaus of distribution will the great army of the unemployed be 
brought into contact with new fields of labor. And if bureaus of distribution 



